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Witch bottle basics (17" Century)

ABroadly identifiable with the Bellarminetype
ATriad of core ingredients: pins, salt, urine (often hair too)

ACounter-magical device = breaking the power of a witch over victim
(enshrined by Messrs Blagrave & Glanvill ).

AThe product s o {fcundipgrfotkfoeascennimn al s 6
person/ speciali st 1 s usually cons.

AThe witch bottle (astrological component / uringiscopy/ notion of
witchcraft as a legitimate cause of ilinesss broadly coherent with
contemporary scientific assumpti or
in the same way that later (19", 20" century) examples were




Aim of talk

ADi scussion of MWM c ol darddheir UkKn o f
archaeological contexts c. 185® 1950

ASuggest new interpretations/ def
period

Aimmersion in the ideas and examples compiled and collected by Cecil
Williamson, founder of the Museum (c. 1940s).

AEncourage you all to visit and




What is a witch bottle?



Witch Bottles: A West Country definition

~

TO CAPTURE AND ENCLOSE A SPIRIT ESSENCE

TOGETHER WITH A PART OF ONE'S VICTIM

WITHIN A BOTTLE HAS IONG BEEN A FAVOURITE

METHOD OF MAGIC MAKING FOR WITCHES IN

EVERY PART OF THE WORLD. THE TREATMENTS

FOR SUCH BOTTLES IS VARIED. SOME WITCHES

BURY THEM OR HIDE THEM, OTHERS CAST THEM

AWAY IN RIVERS, STREAMS, PONDS, LAKES,

WELLS, AND OF COURSE THE SEA. OTHERS Definition written by Cecil
BURN THEHM, BOIL THEM, SMASH THEM, OR JUST williamson (1909-1999)
LEAVE THEM TO STAND IN THE ROAD WAY FOR  Founder of MWM and

ANYONE TO PICK UP AND TAKE AWAY. principle collector from c.
| - 19401990s



