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Witch bottle basics (17th Century)

ÅBroadly identifiable with the Bellarminetype

ÅTriad of core ingredients: pins, salt, urine (often hair too)

ÅCounter-magical device = breaking the power of a witch over victim 
(enshrined by Messrs Blagrave & Glanvill ).

ÅThe products of ôprofessionalsõ - cunning folk, or a cunning 
person/specialist is usually consulted as to their manufactureé

ÅThe witch bottle (astrological component / urine/uruscopy/ notion of 
witchcraft as a legitimate cause of illness) was broadly coherent with 
contemporary scientific assumptions = was therefore not ôfolk magicõ 
in the same way that later (19th, 20th century) examples were



Aim of talk

ÅDiscussion of MWM collection of ôwitch bottlesõ and their UK 
archaeological contexts c. 1850 ð1950

ÅSuggest new interpretations/definition  of ôwitch bottlesõ for the 
period
Åimmersion in the ideas and examples compiled and collected by Cecil 

Williamson, founder of the Museum (c. 1940s).

ÅEncourage you all to visit and use the MWMõs resources!



What is a witch bottle?



Witch Bottles:  A West Country definition

Definition written by Cecil 
Williamson (1909-1999) 
Founder of MWM and 
principle collector from c. 
1940-1990s


